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Sanguen Health Centre recognizes the immense pressure municipal leaders are facing
as homelessness, encampments, and the drug toxicity crisis continue to escalate
across Ontario. We appreciate the Ontario Big City Mayors (OBCM) bringing renewed
attention to this urgent crisis, and we agree that the burden has fallen too heavily on
municipalities. Meaningful solutions require coordinated action from all three levels of
government.

Several of the mayors' calls to action are promising. We support in principle the
following:

Declaring a state of emergency to unlock provincial and federal support.
Increased investment in voluntary recovery-based treatment and supportive
housing, including expanding the HART Hub program and reducing barriers to
access.

e Expanding addiction treatment and rehabilitation programs in correctional
institutions with proper discharge planning.

e Creating a stand-alone Ministry of Mental Health and Addictions with its own
budget and decision-making authority.

However, we share the concerns raised by the Canadian Mental Health Association
(CMHA) Ontario, Addictions and Mental Health Ontario (AMHO), and the Centre for
Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH) regarding the recommendation to review the
Mental Health Act and Health Care Consent Act in a way that could expand involuntary
treatment.

The evidence is clear — mandatory treatment is not effective, and it can cause further
harm, including a higher risk of overdose upon discharge and reduced motivation to
seek care in the future.
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We also hear directly from our clients a concern that rings true: "Why bother going to
treatment if | will end up back outdoors?" Treatment without housing is not a
sustainable solution. Our efforts would be best served by focusing on timely, voluntary
and appropriate care that is available in every community to people who are already
asking for help. That means:

e Reducing wait times for addictions treatment (currently averaging 61 days for
bed-based care and 124 days for community-based care in Ontario).

e Expanding deeply supportive and therapeutic housing options, and investing in
upstream solutions like basic income, rent control, and integrated healthcare that
takes both a trauma-informed and harm reduction approach.

e Supporting frontline agencies already doing the work on the ground — including
those using a harm reduction approach, which includes evidence-supported
interventions that help to keep people alive, engaged, and connected to care.

We urge all levels of government to focus on what works: voluntary, evidence-based
care paired with safe, supportive housing. People experiencing homelessness and
addiction deserve dignity, choice, and a real path forward — not a revolving door.

Sanguen remains committed to meeting people where they're at with compassionate,
low-barrier services, and we welcome the opportunity to be part of solutions that put
people first.
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